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STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

To:

State BudQet

Last week, Senate Minority Leader Jim Brulte 
the State General Fund 
Schwarzenegger s Executive Order that 
effective to October 1 , 2003. 
Committee on Local Government although a hearing has not been scheduled. The fate
of the measure is uncertain because 
State does not have the $3.6 billion that the bill would appropriate and are insisting that
the Administration tell them how they will pay for it.

The Administration s proposal includes a $15 
prior year deficit, a new, stricter , and $2 
budget 
legislators about borrowing so much money to pay for , while
Democratic legislators are pushing the 
they will act. 

December 5 , 2003 
approaching, the Administration failure to , or provide
details , will make it difficult for the Legislature to meet the deadline.
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Workers ' Compensation Reform

This week, the Senate 
on workers ' compensation 
which would repeal 
SB 228 
estimated to save ' compensation costs. 

provisions . AB 
Workers ' Compensation; repeals the vocational rehabilitation program , and creates an
alternative new supplemental job displacement benefit for injuries occurring on or after
January 1 , 2004. It ' compensation fraud
from $50 000 to $150 000, and requires the Insurance Commission to develop an online
rate comparison guide ' compensation 
includes many of the Board's legislative priorities such as 
schedule that reduces physician fees by 5% and limits medical fees to 120% of Medi-
Cal rates; caps 
physician , and allows the 
physician presumption of correctness to be rebutted. 

and union to 
work-related injuries. Our Sacramento 
SBx4 s prior support for AB 

LACDA Authorization

In a November 10, 2003 State Legislative Update , we reported on the implementation of
AB , authorizing State

reimbursement of as 

Drainage Area , which involved $250 million in recent 
along the Lower Los Angeles 
was 
conditions contained in the bill. , agreeing
with : the Legislative Counsel's opinion , and finding that the bill 
steps:

1. The Secretary 

experts in fields relevant to 
November 5, 2003 letter from Secretary of Resources, Mary Nichols , appointing
an advisory committee , was attached to the November 10 2003 Update)

2. The 

the development and implementation of a plan to restore the Los Angeles River.

3. The Board of 

Los Angeles River, including habitat restoration and maintenance projects along
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the 
recreational opportunities.

4. After a 

make a purpose project that
includes , in addition to flood control features , river restoration , wildlife and habitat
restoration , or park and recreational features.

Once all of these , it is the 
Department of Water Resources 
for appropriation of a 

Department of s contribution
to the LACDA project at $50 million , the amount of reimbursement could be as high as
$30 million.

In addition , AB 
Federal agencies to assess the 

LACDA project to , and 
Legislature concerning the results of the consultation by March 1 , 2001. 
County Counsel, this requirement 
authorization and reimbursement of the County.

Again , our 
Administration and , once 
conditions in AB 1147 are met.

We will continue to keep you advised.
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Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Local 660
All Department Heads
Legislative Strategist
Coalition of County Unions
California Contract Cities Association
Independent Cities Association
League of California Cities
City Managers Associations
Buddy Program Participants
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